In 1926 Winslow, a leading figure in public health in the USA in the first half of the last century, suggested that public health was at a turning point (Winslow 1999 (Beaglehole & Bonita 1997 (Beaglehole 1999) . The evidence base for effective interventions for chronic diseases -both therapeutic and preventive -has increased enormously, but only over the last two decades (Yusuf 2002) . This knowledge gain undoubtedly contributed to the control of many of the leading causes of adult mortality, especially among the more privileged sections of the wealthy countries (Lawlor et al. 2003) . However, the secondary prevention strategy will never control the underlying causes of the epidemics and must be complemented by the population-wide approach (Rose 1992 (Susser & Susser 1996) . Many other models have been proposed; perhaps the best known is the Canadian population health model (Evans & Stoddart 1990) , which has recently been re-evaluated by its authors (Evans & Stoddart 2003 (Mackenback 2002; Pearce & Davey Smith 2003 
